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successful business man. But at that time Lloyd George
seems to have been unable to perceive that the life of rural
England, in which then as always he so profoundly believed,
must inevitably collapse if the great hereditary estates upon
which it depended were to be broken up* We deplore to-
day the wholesale conversion of lovely countryside into
lots for the exploitation of the jerry-builder's sorry art,
and the rapid shrinkage of our domestic food supplies; and
fairness must allow that these evils were encouraged in
no small measure by Lloyd George's attacks in word and
deed upon the great landowners, and by his favouring of
the upstart capitalists who sought nothing but a short cut
to wealth* All these evil consequences Lloyd George failed
to see; and he prepared, in 1913, to lead a new attack upon
the landed interest*
To admit that Lloyd George in those pre-War years failed
lamentably and disastrously to see the merits of the great
landlords is not the same as saying that our land system had
no faults, and could not be improved. It had, in fact,
many faults* The agricultural labourer was so wretchedly
paid that no one who had the chance to become something
else would remain on the land* Cottages were often
picturesque, but nearly always insanitary and lacking in
every amenity* Conditions of land tenure were uncertain
and arbitrary, depending upon the whims of capricious,
and often unenlightened, owners* The community had
scarcely any rights against the absolute ownership vested
in the landlord; with the result that when any public
enterprise was undertaken, from the erection of a village
school to the construction of a highroad, extortionate tribute
had to be paid. Fanning was unprofitable, and rapidly
disappearing, to some extent at least because of insecurity
of tenure, because tenants were actually penalised for im-
provements made at their own expense, and because game